Calgary Girls Choir-Espressa, Elaine Quilichini, Artistic Director

Syrinx

for S.S.A. Voices and Piano

Words by Music by
JULETA SEVERSON-BAKER MARK SIRETT
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purple finch birdcalls. Please see performance note.at bottom.----- 8
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Note from the Poet:

Humans use the vocal folds of their larynxes to produce the variety of sounds needed in singing. The vocal folds move
to partially, completely or variously interrupt air flow and vibrate ar different tensions in order to create different
pitches. Then, of course, the rest of the singer’s body helps resonate, amplify and shape the tones into beautiful music.
Songbirds’ larynxes are mostly used to close off and protect their lungs when swallowing food or water. The unique
organ a bird has, which they use to produce vibration and therefore sound, is called a syrinx. It rests below their
bronchial split, ar the part of their airway closest to their lungs. The syrinx is an elegant organ that can activate
muscles on just one side of the trachea or the other, or both sides because it is right where the bird's bronchi branch into
two. I think it is wondrous that birds evolved to manage unmatchable beauty in their songs by vibrating air into
sound with complex and subtle muscle action on the tissues and membranes of their trachea, so close to their lungs. It’s
as if the primary purpose of their exhalations was to make music!

Performance Note:

The bird song should replicate as best as possible the high, soft and sweet call of the purple finch. There are some
excellent examples on YouTube that may be used as a guide.
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A few choristers improvise very soft purple

Sfinch birdcalls for approx. 20 seconds.
Please see performance note on first page.
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