Revelation

Revelation is a dramatic work for SSATBB chorus, based on a text from the book of “Revelation”. It is one of the most
controversial and difficult descriptions of apocalyptic events, with many very diverse interpretations. But one thing is certain
- the severity and cataclysmic nature of the events.

This musical work isolates one of the “apocalyptic sequences” in the book - the sounding of seven trumpets. Each of the first
six trumpets heralds a single event, with each being more horrific than the one before, leading to the seventh trumpet - the
“final” and most dramatic event.

SEVEN ANGELS SEVEN TRUMPETS SEVEN JUDGEMENTS
First trumpet Land Hail and fire thrown down on the earth
Second trumpet Sea Huge mountain ablaze with fire is thrown into the sea;

Fire and the tsunami destroys all ships and sea creatures

Third trumpet Rivers & springs All water on the earth turns bitter, undrinkable
Fourth trumpet Heavens Moon and stars turn black
Fifth trumpet (first woe*) Abyss Out of the earth comes locusts like horses with human

faces and teeth like scorpions; the sky blackens
Sixth trumpet (second woe*) Death One third of humans are destroyed

Seventh trumpet Final Triumph The heavenly kingdom is established

*woe — sign of great trouble

Rehearsal notes:

The musical statement, “Consonants are for drama and vowels are for beauty”, certainly holds true in this work. The way a word is
emphasized, elongated, shortened, stricken, consonant-driven, or vowel-stressed, has everything to do with the meaning of the word and/or
phrase. The collaborative pianist is, artistically and compositionally, always equal to the voices, but in this work, the pianist is often the
primary focus. (This is like unto the importance of the piano in Dies Irae or Lamentations of Jeremiah - two other works I have written).

“Tell the story.” Bring the audience into the drama with each announcement of the trumpet.
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