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American Christmas
American Rhapsody Trad. American

Z. Randall Stroope
orchestrated by R. Douglas Helvering

SATB (divisii), soli, and orchestra

full orchestra version commissioned by the First United Methodist Church,
Baton Rouge, LA, Lamar Drummonds, Director of Worthip and Music

 1.

 
a2



  a2 1.

 
a2 1.

 
a2




Timp.

 
Chimes to sus. cym.

 

 















       
      

                   

               



  


  




  




  


 


 






 






   

               

              

              

              

      
     

  
               

        
   

            

 



 
       


 
      

 


 

      


 

     

                   

 


                  

 
        

          

       
      





       
      




























8 128

f

f

f f

mp

a tempo

come,
fa

all
thers-

ye
and

faith
moth

ful,
ers,

-
-

come
come

joy
sis

ful
ters

-
- and

tri um
broth

- phant,
ers,

-
-

O
Come

come
join

ye,
us

O
in

come
sing

ye
ing-

and
the

wor
prais

ship
es

-
-

the
of

Sav
Zi

iour!
on!

-
-

a tempo8 12

 



        

       

 

 

       

       

      

       
sus. cym.

        

        


(with a strong pulse!)













                       

                          



 

                        

                       

 

 

   

 

                         

                         

            
             



            


            


                         

                       

                       

2
























f mf

1916

mp

f mp

mp

(f) mp

(f)

(f)

(f)

mp

f

mp

For

O

mf

Sing

Come

mf

all

fath

warmly

ers-

ye

and

hosts

moth ers,-

of

come

hea

sis

ven

ters

-

-

a

and

bove,

broth

-

ers,-

Sing

Come

glor

join

y,

us

- all

in

glo

sing

ry

ing

-

-

to

the

God

prais

in

es-

the

of

high

Zi

est.

on.

-

-

mf mf

19

mf mf

mf

mf

 a2   
a2

3



 a2



 a2

 a2

   


a2

   

    


to glock

 

 to chimes

     

    R L

           

    L

3

3

3

3

3

3

      S.A. Unison

 
Bass (opt. Tenor)

3 3

33

3

3

3

3 3 3

 3

 3





    

         

                    

               



  




  




            

               
  

       

      

     
         

 
 

          

   

                                  

                  



                 



       
         


              

     

3
























23 27
23

mp

Je

fath

lyrical

sus- was

ers-

born

don't

this

you

hap

feel

py

de

- morn

ter-

ing,

mined

-

-

the

to

Word

meet

of the

with

Fath

in-

er- in

the

flesh

walls of

ap pear

Zi

- ing,

on,

-

-

Sing

We'll

’

"lau

shout

da

and

- mus

go

- te",

round,

sing

we'll

"a

shout and

do

go

- ra

round,

- mus",- sing

we'll

23 27

mp

mp

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

 

 

 

 

      

      

      

  
glock

3

3 3 3 3

3

3 3

      



 
 




 



 3 33 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

      

 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3

3 3

 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3

3 3





      

                            

          
 

          
 

           
 

          
 

                        

  
  

  
 

          

                                 

                                 

                                 

          

        

4
























f

33
29

f

f

f

mp mf f

mp mf f

mf f

mp f

mp ff

mp mf f

"o

shout

san

and

- na

go

- in

roundthe

ex

walls

cel-

of

sis,- glo

Zi

ri

on,

-

-

a,

the

-

walls

glo ri- a

of

- De

Zi

o!"

on!

-

-

O

Come

ff

come

fath

jubilant!

and

ers-

be

and

hold

moth

- Him,

ers,-

O

come

come

sis

and

ters- and

a dore

broth

- Him,

ers,-

’

O

Come

ff
’

f ff

33

f ff

f ff

f ff

f ff





































  

  

  

  

 
1. a2

 
1.

(2.)

  
a2

  

 to sus. cym. sus. cym. to timp   
3

 
Chimes

  
 

 



 

 

 33 3 3 3 3

   
unis. div.


3


3





  

                 
 

                 
 

                 

 

                
 

      
            

 

      
            

 

                  

                        

         

                  

             
         

                             

              

                      

                     

                     

         
                   

                         

5
























37 41
37

mf mp

mf

mf

mf mp

mf mp

f mf mp p

come

join

ye,

us

O

in

come

sing

ye

ing-

and

the

wor

prais

ship

es

-

-

the

of

Sav

Zi

iour!

on!-

mf mp p

37 41

mf mp p

mf mp p

mf mp p

mf mp p

    

    

    

  

  

    

 

  

     
timp.

 to glock

      

       

       

    

    







 

 

  


 


 


         

        

  


 


 


         
        

  


 


 


         

        

             
                       

               
               

      
              

                           

                           
                 

         

        

     

                      

                          

                            
                            
                            
                              

                              

6
























breve

Brightly h=72

4847

breve

breve

breve

breve

breve

breve

breve

breve

breve mp

breve mp mp

breve

*I

mp

danced

ben ritmico!

in the morn ing- when the world was be gun,- And I danced in the moon, and the stars and the sun; And I came down from hea ven- and I

breve

breve p

Brightly h=72

48

breve p

breve p

breve p

breve







































      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      


to snare drum     

  glock.

 

 
lv. lv.


(Sop)

*at 48, Sopranos should sing in a "youthful", rhythmic fashion; non-vibrato until 56



      

 

 

 

 

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                   

                  

                  

                                   

  


       


  

         


       

       

  

7
























mp

5653

mp

mp

mp

pp

mf

danced on the earth, and at Beth le- hem- I had my birth. 'Dance

'Dance

mf
then

then

where

where

ev

ev

-

-

er

er

-

-

you

you

may

may

be,

be,

I'm

I'm

the

the

Lord

Lord

of

of

the

the

mf

'Dance then where ev- er- you may be, For I am the Lord of the

mp

56

mp

mp

mp

   
1.

   
1.

      

      

  
1.

   
1.

      
      

   
snare drum





 



(A.T.)

(Sop)

   
(Bass)









      

       
     

               

                  

               

                        

                        

                                  

        
           

                                      


                     

                 

                  

         

        

8
























59

mp

Dance'

Dance'

said

said

He,

He,

’

And

And

I'll

I'll

lead

lead

you

you

all

all where ev- er- you may be,

’

And I'll lead you all to

p

the

sub.

Dance' said He,

’

And I'll lead you all And I'll lead you all to

p

the

sub.



 

     

     

  

  

     

     

  

  

 

 













     

                       

                  

            

             

                  

           

                      

           

                               

                               

                     

                     

         
  

          

9























molto rit.

Slower q=ca.88

6864

p

p

Dance' said He.

molto rit

Be

mp

lieve

espr.

- in Me and you'll dance on high,

Dance' said He. Be

mp

lieve

espr.

- in Me and you'll dance on high, I

’

mp molto rit.

Slower q=ca.8868

mp molto rit.

mp molto rit.

mp molto rit.

I'm the life that will nev

div.

er- die.

mf

I'll live in you if you'll live in Me, I

f

am the Lord, I am the Lord of the

Tempo 1 (Brightly h=72)74

70

I'm the life that will nev er- die.

mf

I'll live in you if you'll live in Me; I

f

am the Lord, I am the Lord of the

am the life that will nev er- die.

mf

I'll live in you if you'll live in Me; I

f

am the Lord, I am the Lord of the

am the life that will nev

div.

er- die.

mf

I'll live in you if you'll live in Me; I

f

am the Lord, I am the Lord of the

      

      

      
      

   

      
   
      

  
*Note: bars 67-73 should be conducted in '4', bar 74 returns to '2'

   

  

  

   

   

      

    

hold back

 N.B.  




hold back

   

      

      



               




               

                    

                    

        

       

                                     

                               

        
                    

                              



10
























mf

77
76

mf

mf

mp

mp

mp

pp

mf

mf

Dance', said He. 'Dance

'Dance then

then

where

where

ev

ev

-

-

er

er

-

-

you

you

may

may

be,

be,

I'm

I'm

the

the

Lord

Lord

of

of

the

the

Dance'

Dance'

said

said

he,

he,

’

'And

'And

I'll

I'll

Dance,' said He. 'Dance then where ev- er- you may be, For I am the Lord of the Dance' said he,

’

'And I'll

77

 
a2

 
a2

 a2

 

  

     

 

     

 
(s.d.)

  (glock)

 

 





     

     

     

     

     

       
            

                    

                       

           
 

        
 

           
 

                              

                  

                            

             

                                   

       
                            

11
























p

81

mp

p

p

p

p

p

p

mp

p

lead

lead

you

you

all

all where ev- er- you may be,

’

And I'll lead you all to

p

the

sub.

Dance,' said He.

lead you all And I'll lead you all to

p

the

sub.

Dance,' said He.

p

p

p

p

p

   
a2

 
Solo

 

     

   

    

      

   
a2

      

 to timp.

   

   
to sus. cym.

 





 

 

     

     

     

     

      

             

                

         

           

   
               

       

       

 

             

        

                              

                  

                     
         

                      

        

         

   

   

   

 

12
























ritardando........................................................

mp mf f

molto......................... Broad and Resolute q=7691

88

mp mf f

p mp mf f

mp mf f

mp mf f mf

mp mf f

mp mf f mf

mp mf f
mf

mp mf f

p f mp f

mp mf f

O

Come

f

come

sis

dolce

and

ters-

a

and

-

O
Come

f

come
fath

and
ers-

be
and

hold
moth

- Him!
ers!-

mp

ritardando........................................................

mf f

molto..........................
Broad and Resolute q=7691

mp mf f

mp mf f

mp mf f

mp mf f









































 





 

 
3 3

 

 



 
sus. cym.


to glock

  
 
 
  

     

   











                
      

         
      

        
      

        



      

                              

                               
              

       
  

         

             

       

                              

          
     

   

    

        
  

                        

                        

             

             

           

13
























mf mp

100
95

mf mp p

mf mp

mf mp

mp p pp

mp p pp

mp p pp

mp p pp

mp p pp

mp

dore
broth

Him!
ers!

O
Come

come
join

ye,
us

O
in

come
sing

ye
ing-

and
the

wor
prais

ship
es

-
-

the
of

Sav
Zi

iour!
on!-

O

Come

come

join

ye,

us

O

in

come

sing

ye

ing-

and

the

wor

prais

ship

es

-

-

the

of

Sav

Zi

iour!

on!-

mf mp

100

mf mp

mf mp

mf mp p

mf mp p

   

 Solo



   

   

     

    
3 3

    

    

    

  glock.   

         

         

   

    

   

   

   

 

 

   
                          

    
                

     
    

    
 

                  


    
                   

       

    
           

  

                       

                 


 

              

              

                  

   
   

   
                        

                             

                

                

                   

                         

                         

14



























mp

In Quiet Awe q=76105 112105

pp

p

I

mp

won

with conviction

der- as I wan der- out un der- the

p

In Quiet Awe q=76105 112

p

p

p

p

118 124116

sky, How Je sus,- the Sa viour,- did come for to die. For poor orn' ry- peo ple- like you and like I, I won der- as I

118 124
















   


(timp)

       





           

       
Baritone Solo









pizz.        

  (timp)     





          


*means "ordinary"

*







      

                      

     
                     

                                

           

                     
                     
                     
                     
     

       

                   

                             

                                  

                     

                     
                    

                     

       



15


